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1 . (Currently Amended) A method for building an extensible project system for 
software development by allowing a project flavor with abi lity to customize parts of a 
base project system to be applied to the base p roject system comprising: 

providing a base soft-war e d e velopment project component object model (COM) 
object comprising data for creating a n extensible softwa re d e v e iopm efi* project system, 
wherein the base project component COM object implements a base project 
configuration GempomRtebjeet-medeHCOlV!) object that includes configuration 
properties for the base project COM object, the configuration properties comprising an 
indication of a build of the extensible project system, the base project COM object 
implementing an API appJiea-ti on progra mmi ng int e rfac e (API-application programming 
interface ) that4s called by the base software -d evelopm e nt project COM object to invoke 
configuration properties of the base project COM object; 

providing a flavor COM object comprising data for modifying said base_project 
system for a specific purpose, wherein the flavor COM object includes flavor-specific 
project configuration properties comprising at- teast on e o f a project flavor set, the flavor 
set comprising a caption of a project node, an Icon of a project node, a property aiiowing 
a project browse object to be completely overridden, a control aiiowing a project to be 
renamed, a sort priority control, a property aiiowing a command to be added, a property 
allowing a command to be removed, a property allowing a command to be disabled, a 
filter, a property allowing a default generator given a file extension to be determined, 
and a property allowing a human-readable generator name to be mapped to a COM 
object, the flavor COM object implementing an API that4s called by the base softwafe 
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devel opm e nt project COM object to invoke flavor-specific project configuration 
properties of the flavor COM object; 

signaling, by the base project e emponont COM object, to the flavor component 
COM obieci that the base project oonflguration com ponent COM object needs to be 
extended; 

creating a flavored project system adapted for said specific purpose by COMz 
type aggregation with cooperation between COM objects using said base project COM 
object as a participating co mpon e nt COM object and said flavor Gempeftert COM object 
as a controlling COM object , wherein the controlling COM object can replace or 
enhance interfaces of the participating COM object; and 

creating, by the flavor eo mpon e nt COM object, a flavored base seflwafe 
d e v e lo pment project configuration compon e nt COM object bv COM-tvpe aggregation by. 
COM-tvpe aggregation that determines which im plementation of said APIs to be used, 
and allows said flavor COM obieci to override said base projec t COM object, wherein at 
least one configuration property for the base project eainpeneflt COM object is 
overridden hy 3 corresponding flavor-specific project configuration property. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, where said at least one 
flavor COM object comprises at least a first flavor COM object and a second flavor COM 
object, and where said step of creating a flavored project system comprises; 

creating an intermediary COM object by aggregating said first flavor COM object 
as a controlling COM object and said base project COM object as a participating COM 
object; and 

creating a flavored project system by using said second flavor COM object as a 
controlling COM object and said intermediary COM object as a participating e COM 
object. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 where said step of creating 
a flavored project system comprises allowing at least one interface of said base project 
to be modified by said fiavor COM object. 

4 (p rsv j 0 M S jy presented) The method of claim 3 where said step of creating 
a flavored project system comprises allowing a value for at least one property stored In 
said at least one Interface of said base project to be modified by a value for said at least 
one property stored in an interface of said flavor COM object. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 where said step of creating 
a flavored project system comprises allowing at least one interface of said base project 
to be replaced by said flavor COM object. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein said flavored base 
project configuration COM object includes an extender interface, said creation of a 

project system further comprising: 

providing an extender site COM object associated with said extender interface. 

8. (Currently Amended) A system for building an extensible project system 
for software development bv allowing a p roject flavor with ability to customize carts of a 
base project system to be applied to the base project system, comprising: 

a processor; 

a process configured to instantiate a base so ftwar e d e v elopment project 
component object model (COM) object comprising data for creating agextensible 
project system, wherein the base project COM object implements a base project 
configuration COM object that includes configuration properties for the base project 
COM object, the configuration properties comprising at l oast on e e f a configuration set, 
the configuration set comprising an indication of a build of the extensible project system, 
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an output file to be created, and an indication as to where the output file will be placed, 
the base project COM object implementing an API ( application programming interfacel 
[[(API)]] tfoat4s-called by the base s oftwar e d e v el opm e nt project COM object to invoke 
configuration properties of the base project COM object; 

a process configured to instantiate at least one flavor COM object comprising 
data for modifying said base project COM object s ystem for a specific purpose, wherein 
the at least one flavor COM object includes flavor-specific project configuration 
properties, the flavor COM object implementing an API that is called by the base 
seftwafe-dovelopment project COM object to invoke flavor-specific project configuration 
properties of the flavor object; 

a process in the base project COM object configured to signal the at least one 
flavor COM object that the base project configuration COM object needs to be 
extended; 

a process configured to generate a flavored softwar e d o vo l opmont project 
system for said specific purpose by compon ent COM-type object-aggregation wjth 
cooperation between COM objects using said base project COM object as a 
participating COM object and one of said at least one flavor COM objects as a 
controlling COM nhjgc t. wherein the controlling COM object can replace or e nhance 
interfaces of the participating COM object ; and 

a process in the at least one flavor COM object configured to generate a flavored 
p a3@ soHw are d e v e lop ment project configuration s amponont COM object by COM-type 
aggregation bv COM=type aggregation that determi nes which implementation of said 
APIs to be used and allows said flavor COM object to override said base project C OM 
object , wherein at least one configuration property for the base project COM object is 
modified by a corresponding flavor-specific project configuration property. 

9. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8, where said at least one 
flavor COM object comprises at least a first flavor COM object and a second flavor COM 
object, and where said aggregator further comprises: 
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a first aggregator for creating an intermediary COM object by aggregating said 
first flavor COM object as a controlling COM object and said base project COM object 
as a participating COM object; and 

a second aggregator for creating a flavored project system by using said second 
flavor COM object as a controlling COM object and said intermediary COM object as a 
participating COM object, 

10. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8 where said aggregator 
causes at least one interface of said base project to be modified by said fiavor COM 
object. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 0 where said aggregator 
causes a value for at least one property stored in said at least one interface of said base 
project to be modified by a value for said at least one property stored in an interface of 
said flavor COM object. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8 where said aggregator 
causes at least one interface of said base project to be replaced by said flavor COM 
object. 

13. (Canceled) 

14 = (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3, wherein said flavored base 
project configuration COM object includes an extender interface, said project system 
further comprising: 

an extender site eompenent COM object associated with said extender interface. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium for building an 
extensible project system for software developmen t bv allowing a project flavor with 
ability to customize parts of a base project syste m to be applied to the base project 
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system , said computer readable storage medium storing instructions for causing a 
computer to perform the steps of comprising: 

providing a base ooftwaro d e v e lop ment project component object model (COM) 
object comprising data for creating a n extensible project system, wherein the base 
pr 0 j SC t COM object implements a base eefew afc develo pment project configuration 
COM object thai includes configuration properties for the base project COM object, the 
configuration properties comprising at4ease~-ef a configuration set, the configuration 
set comprising an indication of a build of the extensible project system, an output file to 
be created, and an indication as to where the output file will be placed, the base project 
COM object implementing an API ( application programming interface) [[(API)]] thatfe 
called by the base software d e velopm e nt project COM object to invoke configuration 
properties of the base project COM object; 

providing at least one flavor COM object comprising data for modifying said 
project COM object s ystem for a specific purpose, wherein the at least one flavor COM 
object includes flavor-specific project configuration properties, the flavor COM object 
implementing an API that is called by the base s oftwar e d e v el opm e nt project COM 
object to invoke flavor-specific project configuration properties of the flavor object; 

signaling by the base project COM object to the at least one flavor COM object 
that the base project configuration COM object needs to be extended; 

creating a flavored software development project system for said specific 
purpose by COM-type object aggregation with cooperation between COM objects using 
said base project COM object as a participating COM object and one of said at ieast 
one flavor COM objects as a controlling COM nhjer.t. wherein the controlling COM 
object can replace or enhance interfaces of the participatin g COM object; and 

creating, by the at least one flavor COM object, a flavored base - softw a r -e 
d e v e l o pment project configuration COM object by COM-type aggregation by., COM-type 
a ggregation that determines which implementation of said A PIs to be used and allows 
said flavor COM object to override said base project COM object , wherein at least one 
configuration property for the base project COM object is modified by a corresponding 
flavor-specific project configuration property. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1 5, 
where said at least one flavor COM object comprises at least a first flavor COM object 
and a second flavor COM object, and where said step of creating a flavored project 

system comprises: 

creating an intermediary COM object by aggregating said first fiavor COM object 
as a coniroiilng COM object and said base project COM object as a participating COM 
object; and 

creating a flavored project system by using said second fiavor COM object as a 
controlling COM object and said intermediary COM object as a participating 
eempenent COM object. 

17. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
15 where said step of creating a flavored project system comprises allowing at least one 
interface of said base project to be modified by said flavor COM object. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
17 where said step of creating a flavored project system comprises allowing a value for 
at least one property stored in said at least one interface of said base project to be 
modified by a value for said at least one property stored in an Interface of said fiavor 
COM object. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
15 where said step of creating a flavored project system comprises allowing at least one 
interface of said base project to be replaced by said flavor COM object. 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
15, wherein said flavored base project configuration COM object includes an extender 
interface, said creation of a project system further comprising: 

providing an extender site COM object associated with said extender interface. 
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